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Project Description
This project aims to transform the sections of World Civilizations II class (the same course is currently listed as World History II: The Emergence of the Modern Global Community at the Statesboro campus) (HIST1112, core course listed under Area B-Global Perspectives) taught by Dr. Dr. Hongjie Wang and Dr. Juanjuan Peng at Georgia Southern University-Armstrong and Statesboro campuses into one with open educational resources. 

Project Outcomes:
During the summer of 2018, the project team members (Dr. Juanjuan Peng and Dr. Hongjie Wang) worked closely to examine more than 100 historical resources sites, selected a variety of online sources, both primary and secondary after carefully sifting, comparing and evaluating. Examine resource sites include MERLOT, OpenStax, The Internet Classics Archive, Historical Text Archive, Internet Modern History Sourcebook, free access online newspapers and journals, and library subscribed resources.
In November 2018, We also visited Robert W. Woodruff Library at Emory University, Library of Congress, and the National Gallery of Art to take advantage of the collections at the library and multiple digital tools such as Wanfang database. Particularly, we have explored the possibility of using art works as teaching materials in the history class.
We have Replace the print textbooks assigned for Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang’s HIST1112 with free online readings in order to save students’ costs. The textbooks previously used by the two faculty members include Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, vol. 2, 4th edition, $101.03, Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader, 5th edition, $62.48, and Ways of the World: A Brief Global History with Sources, vol. 2, 3rd edition, $92.05; the implementation of the project allowed students to save a total of $25,011 during the fall of 2018.
Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang redesigned the course, developed new assignments and assessment tools--ie. students were required to selectively read online sources on the class website following the topics of lectures, report and discuss in the classroom, complete reading reports weekly to present their comments and questions based on the reading.  
The team successfully developed the internal class website for teaching on Folio and the informative LibGuide site with all newly adopted sources for public use. Here is the link https://georgiasouthern.libguides.com/c.php?g=865829&p=6211161
The redesign of the class and the building of the websites were completed in the summer of 2018, and the new classes was formally taught by both Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang in the fall semester which run very well.  Students learned to develop their information literacy skills through the process of selecting and evaluating source materials to complete reading reports. The average grade at Dr. Peng’s class is higher than previous years.
As one of the first history course taught at Georgia Southern University adopting free online sources, it has served as a replicable model for the rest of the faculty in the History Department. Quite a few faculty expressed interests in adopting affordable learning style in their own different classes to lower the cost of textbooks and promote classroom teaching.   

Figure 1. Homepage of the Libguide site we designed to hold all free online materials for HIST 1112, Modern World History


Figure 2. Page of selective readings for HIST 1112

Project Evaluation 
Quantitative and qualitative measures were used to evaluate the success of the project.
The course were received positively by students from both Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang’s students. Many students expressed their appreciation of our efforts to reduce the textbook cost. Although none of them had taken our former classes before to make comparison, one student from Dr. Peng’s class did believe that “free online reading materials specifically selected for the class works better than a printed reader” for her discussion sessions. Another student from Dr. Wang’s class also commented that his class “helped her to better evaluate online historical sources.” 
DFW Rate is 15% (17/110) for Dr. Peng’s class and 9% (5/55) for Dr. Wang’s class, which are similar to the courses we’ve taught before.
Student performance: In Dr. Peng’s class, the average final grade is 78. In Dr. Wang’s class, 22 students received A, 18 received B and 12 got C. In both cases, students performed slightly better than previous years. 
By one-to-one interviews with the students taking the class in fall semester, nearly all students that we have contacted individually liked the "free online readings" in comparison with traditional textbooks, and they thought the new sources offered more opportunities for them to pick up more relevant readings and read in more detailed way, in addition to the big save on textbook costs. 
We also invited faculty members to evaluate our class website especially the Libguide site, which was received possibly. 

Reflections 
We believe our project succeeded well and both the teaching and readings were welcomed by the students. The fundamental factor for the success should be the convenient and accessible Libguide site loading with organized and informative readings and films appropriately chosen for the topics covered in the lectures. But there're also some lessons we could glean from the teaching in the fall semester: 1) We noticed that there's a need to add at least one holistic version of world history so that students (esp. those freshmen with no experience of self-learning) could gain a more complete and consistent image of historical development in world history; 2) More short pieces of readings on the topics, instead of long texts such as Journal of Vasco da Gama’s Voyage, would be more accessible to students who could do the readings in more details and make more proper comparisons. 
 
Sustainability Plan
The same class (with all materials and websites) will be offered consistently every semester after the implementation of the project. We are also incorporating the materials we collected in November to our classes next semester. We believe the impact of the new course will be ongoing and students will continue to benefit academically from the new course design and financially because of the cost savings. We'll keep maintenance of course websites by modifying, enriching, and updating source materials and web links regularly based on assessment of teaching effectiveness and students’ responses/suggestions from each semester. Our team will keep working as a group to develop new courses with affordable textbooks and free online sources; courses may include Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang’s Modern China and Modern Japan. Dr. Peng is also currently revising her Contemporary China using the similar methods, which will be offered in the Spring of 2019.  

Budget report
Total: $10,800
$9390.95 were used for Dr. Peng and Dr. Wang’s summer salary
$1409.05 were used for team members for related research trips

Description of the photograph
[bookmark: _GoBack]The picture we submitted includes a class picture of Dr. Wang and his students. However, unaware of this specific requirement, we never took a group picture of the two team member when we meet in person various times to discuss our progress in the past year. Out individual pictures, however, can be found on our Libguide website.

 
Appendixes

 Figure 3. Page of Research on Libguide site for HIST 1112.
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Figure 4. Page of Writing on Libguide site for HIST 1112
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Figure 5. Page of Online Resources on Libguide site for HIST 1112
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Figure 6. Page of Publishing Opportunities on Libguide site for HIST 1112
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An online journal edited and produced by undergraduate students at
Armstrong State University. The journal is dedicated to promoting
undergraduate students’ research interest in history and their writing
skills. All submissions will be fully refereed in a blind reviewing process
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and other universities.
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The Columbia Undergraduate Journal of History is a publication of the
Undergraduate History Council at Columbia University. We review
student submissions from history departments across the United
States and internationally, and then select the most exemplary among
them to be published in the Journal.
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Vexillum is an undergraduate journal that supports and promotes
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annually on this website by the Department of History at Appalachian
State University. The journal is edited by undergraduates with the help
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