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Exceptions to Rule 1: When the word ends in y, change the y to i before adding -
ness and -ly.

Examples:

e ready + ly = readily
e happy + ness = happiness

Rule 2
When the suffix begins with a vowel, drop the silent e in the root word.
Examples:

e care +ing=caring
e use + able =usable

Exceptions to Rule 2: When the word ends in ce or ge, keep the silent e if the
suffix begins with a or o.

Examples:

e replace + able = replaceable
e courage + 0us = courageous

Rule 3
When the suffix begins with a consonant, keep the silent e in the original word.
Examples:

e care + ful = careful
e care + less = careless

Exceptions to Rule 3:
Examples:

o true +ly=truly
e argue + ment = argument
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Key Takeaways

e Negatives are usually formed using a negative word plus a helping verb.

o Double negatives are considered incorrect in Standard English.
e Only one negative word is used to express a hegative statement.

7.4 Count and Noncount Nouns and Articles

Learning Objectives

1. Define and use count and noncount nouns.
2. Recognize and use definite and indefinite articles.

Nouns are words that name things, places, people, and ideas. Right now, you may be

surrounded by desks, computers, and notebooks. These are called count nouns because
you can count the exact number of desks, computers, and notebooks—three desks, one

computer, and six notebooks, for example.

On the other hand, you may be carrying a small amount of money in your wallet and

sitting on a piece of furniture. These are called noncount nouns. Although you can count

the pieces of furniture or the amount of money, you cannot add a number in front of
money or furniture and simply add -s to the end of the noun. Instead, you must use
other words and phrases to indicate the quantity of money and furniture.

Incorrect: five moneys, two furnitures, three sugars

Correct: some money, two pieces of furniture, two teaspoons of sugar

Count and Noncount Nouns

A count noun refers to people, places, and things that are separate units. You make

count nouns plural by adding -s.

Table of Count Nouns

Count Noun Sentence
Quarter It takes six quarters to do my laundry.
Chair Make sure to push in your chairs before leaving class.
Candidate The two candidates debated the issue.
Adult The three adults in the room acted like children.
Comedian The two comedians made the audience laugh.
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Sample Essay #5

When in Rome

Every country has a unique culture. Each individual is proud of distinct beauties of his or her
culture. We want to preserve those features and introduce them to friends all over the world. However,
behavior norms differ from region to region. Behavior patterns that are standard in one country may not be
standard in another country. In certain instances, it can be unacceptable. As an international student, |
sometimes encounter this situation. To avoid awkward moments, | bear in my mind the useful expression:
“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” From my understanding, the saying means when in foreign country,

we should learn to adapt to coincide with the native population.

I was born and grew up in Vietnam. Like other children, I was taught several common codes of
behaviors: to greet older people respectfully by bowing, to believe that the elderly and teachers were always
right, and to eat with chopsticks. Nevertheless, things are different in the U.S. I don’t need to bow to show
respect. I simply say “hello, how are you?” with a smile. One difference that | found to my liking is the ability
to freely ask questions and carry on a discussion with the elderly and professors. On the other hand, a
challenging task has been to replace the chopsticks with silverware and learn how to use forks and spoons

properly.

There are not only differences in behavior but also conflicts in body language. For example, the
gesture to call a friend over to you in Vietnam is the same as calling a dog over in the U.S and vice versa. A
sign of friendliness in Vietnamese is interpreted as insulting here. Another instance is, in my country, people
do not have the habit of holding the door open for others whereas it is considered basic courtesy here. I,
along with my international friends in ESL classes experienced cultural shock for the first few months here
because of adjusting to these cultural norms.

Listed above are a small list if examples of contrasting differences among cultures, but the tip of
the iceberg. Still, cultural shock is an issue that can be avoided if we are well prepared. Although we all want
to be sociable civilized, the standards of behavior and good manners vary country from country. It is
important for an individual to broaden their knowledge of diverse cultures and be willing to adjust to fall
into line with the native culture. The expression “When in Rome, do as the Romans do,” or “nhip gia tuy

tuc” in Vietnamese is a reminder for to act accordingly. (436 words)

Credit: Tuyet Nguyen (Vietnam)
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Sample Essay #6

Everyone has a dream. Many people have dreams that they think one day it will come
true. On the other hand, some people think it will just stay dreams. In most cases our dreams
one day it will come true if we work hard and do our best to make it happen. In the United
States many people work hard for the American Dream. Everyone has his own American
Dream. The American dream for some people is to have your own home. However, the
American dream for me is to finish my education, open my own business and buy a home for my
family.

First, finishing my education is the most important dream for me. Education is my
American dream because after finishing my education my life will become much easier. For
example, I am in college and | do not have a job that rains money on me. For that reason, | have
to work hard to get my degree and find a job that can make my life easier. However, finishing

my education is not the only dream | have.

Second, opening my own business is my American dream too. By owning a business, |
do not have to be stress every few years to find a better job. Also, | do not have to take orders
from anyone because | will be the boss. Furthermore, I do not have to ask anyone for a day off.
For example, If I want a vacation from the job, I do not have to ask anyone for it. However,

finishing my education and having my own business are not my only American Dream.

Third, buying a home for my family is not my dream only, it is my family’s dream too.
My family face a stress every month to pay our home morgage. Paying off the mortgage on my
family’s home will take off the stress from them. Also, they will not have to be worried about the

monthly payment. This is not my family’s dream only, it is the dream of most Americans.

In conclusion, finishing my education is my most important American dream. Also,
opening my own business will make my life easier. Furthermore, buying a home for my family
will take off the stress from their life. (380 words)

Credit: Rami Abusaada (Palestine)
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Sample Essay #7

“Pay attention! Smallest mistake could ruin your whole career.” My grandfather said this
in front of his children on his 72 birthday. | was there with my father, and | was only six years
old at that time. However, | still remember it because when words are spoken out from a person
who has lived 72 years, these words will be meaningful. Therefore, I'm still thinking about them
everyday, and | not only just think about my career, but I also think about my life, and about
things that happened and changed my whole life. The latest thing that changed my life in a positive

way is about the house I am living in now and about Mrs. Lee who is the owner of the house.

I’'m an international student from Vietnam. The day | came here, | knew it would be hard
for me because I didn’t have any relative or friend or person that | knew in this country. Therefore,
nobody helped me to find shelter, and | didn't know anyone to call for help. At that time, | was
panicked, but I calmed myself and asked anybody | saw at the airport when I arrived for help, and
a nice lady gave me Mrs. Lee’s phone number. | was so happy, but I did not have a phone to call
her. 1 was panicked again because a lot of questions appeared in my head at that moment such as
“What should | do now?” and How can | contact her?” Then an idea flashed in my head and
showed me how to solve that problem. Because of that idea, | met Mrs. Lee, and she changed my

life forever.

The idea that flashed in my head that day was borrowing the nice lady’s phone to call Mrs.
Lee, and I did that. 1| still remember that moment when she picked up the phone because her
voice sounded like my grandma’s voice, and she is Vietnamese too. She said, “I will let you stay
in my house, but it's not free, and if you don’t be nice, I will kick you out!” | was so happy, and I
did not care much about the cost. | only needed a place to live, and she gave it to me. Now, I am
still living at her house, but I don’t have to pay Mrs. Lee money anymore. | just need to pay my
bills and food, and she treats me like her son, and | treat her like the way | treat my mother. It's
a long story. However, this story changed my life from a panicked young boy without shelter to

the person | have become.

In conclusion, good things happen to us all the time, and the good things that Mrs. Lee

gave me changed my life forever. | will never be able to thank her enough. (480 words)

Credit: Khoa Nguyen (Vietnam)
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Sample Essay #8

Arthur: That was his name. He was a light-skinned black African American man. He was
so sweet, and a kind hearted person. Arthur Scott was a perfect man whom I met when | came to
America. Meeting him is one of the good things that has happened to me because of the following

reasons: he boosted my self-confidence, and also he is a great source of inspiration to me.

To begin with, | was a shy and a nervous person when | first came to America in 2012. |
was easily intimidated by people before I met Arthur. He helped me build my self-confidence and
my self-esteem. He made me understand how indifferent humans are; that is, though we might
come from different countries with different cultures, at the end of the day, we are still all the
same. Also, he made me understand that | am smarter than most people born and raised in
American, and being born an American is not so extraordinary. | got to build my confidence in
talking to Americans without having to feel that they would laugh at me because of my accent, and
that has had a positive impact on me. Now | have confidence within myself and believe that

nobody is totally different from me, and | should not get intimidated.

Moreover, when | started school, I did not know how to write essays, and | was scared to
take a math class because | felt it was too difficult. Arthur, the motivator and the inspiration, told
me to believe in myself. He told me I can do anything I set my mind to do, and he make me have
“Yes, I can” as my motto in times of difficulties. He always told me that | was a good writer and a
storyteller. Anytime | am with him, he makes me write anything | have on my mind on paper.
Gradually, I found passion in writing, and now I feel proud when | write, and my instructors give
me positive comments. | successfully completed College Algebra with an A when | thought |

couldn’t do it. He always makes me feel I am stronger than I believe | am!

In brief, good things happen all the time, but meeting Arthur has positively impacted my
life in many ways. Now | have become a very optimistic person in all circumstances, and | value
that. (401 words)

Credit: Adomako Cobbina (Ghana)
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CHAPTER 10:
SUGGESTED WRITING TOPICS & GRADING RUBRICS

10.1 Suggested Writing Topics

These are possible topics that could be used in an academic writing course. This list
contains topics that were used throughout the years by the Authors, but they are not
currently used.

1.  Discuss some of the things that make people choose a big city as their home.

2. Which do you think has the greatest impact on college-age people: family or friends? Why?
3. Inorder for you to be happy in a future job, what will you need or expect from your job?

4. Discuss some aspects of your home culture that you always want to keep in your life.

5.  What is your favorite form of entertainment or recreation? Explain why.

6. Explain what you look for in people whom you want to be your friends.

7. What do you think helps a marriage to be strong, healthy, and long-lasting?

8. What is one value or tradition of your own country or culture that some people
misunderstand? Explain.

9. What strategies can we use to make a good first impression? Explain.

10. Inyour opinion, does television tend to influence people positively or negatively? Explain
the reasons for your opinion.

11. As a manager, what characteristics or actions would cause you to fire an employee? Explain.

12. What are some good ways to deal with stress and minimize its negative impact on our
lives?

13. What do you think are the main reasons why so many students never finish their first year
in college? Explain.

14. Do you think this is a good idea for teenagers to have jobs while they are still students?
Explain why or why not.

15. Isitagood or bad thing for a culture to encourage children to be very competitive? Explain
why or why not.

16. Discuss the biggest problems you have faced as a non-native student in an American
college.

17. What do people gain and what do they lose by moving away from their parents’ home
after the age of 18 or 19?
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18. What impact has attending college had on your relationships with others (your family and
or friends) and on your life in general?

19. Inchoosing a place to live (an apartment or house) what are the characteristics you look
for?

20. What is the most important thing you hope to someday give your children?

21. If you could have a conversation with a famous person (living or dead), who would it be,
and what would you talk about?

22. Should all students, regardless of their major, be required to take courses in computers as
part of their college education? Explain why or why not.

23. Should teachers evaluate students according to their achievement (grades, or test scores)
or according to their effort (how much time and effort they spend on the work)? Explain.

24. Should schools have rules about clothes and appearance? Why or why not?
25. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of living in the United States?
26. Do you think college students should be required to attend class? Why or why not?
27. Explain some of the problems presented by cell phones.
28. What advice would you give someone considering entering college?
29. Why are many people afraid of growing old? Explain.
30. The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this century will bring? Use
specific reasons and details to support your answer.
31. Should a college education be available to all students or just to good students? Explain
why.
32. In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as
computers or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Explain why.
33. Write about a person who has influenced your life in a significant way.

34. If someone discovered a formula that would allow us to live forever, do you think that would
be a good or bad thing? Explain.

35. Should a parent be a child’s disciplinarian or a child’s best friend? Explain.

36. Do you learn better by doing things, reading things, or listening to people talk about things?
Use specific examples to support your choice.
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37. Should students spend the whole school day on academic studies, or should physical exercise
be a required part of every school day? Use specific examples to support your choice.

38. Why are some people attracted to dangerous sports or other activities?

39. Is it better for children to begin formal schooling at an early age or to spend more time
playing?

40. How can college students improve their leadership skills?
41. What changes would make Georgia Perimeter College a better institution?

42. Computers are important in most people’s lives, but they also have negative aspects. What
are some?

43. Choose a profession whose members make a worthwhile contribution to society and discuss
the benefits that society receives from members of this profession.

44, 1If you were asked to make a fair evaluation of your teachers, what criteria would you use for
the evaluation? Discuss

45. Each year, many teenagers run away from home. What do you think are the main causes?
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10.2 Sample Grading Rubrics

The following pages show a variety of sample grading rubrics. We have also included a
rubric from Freshman Composition to give you an idea of what may be expected in your

college-level writing course.

Sample Rubric #1 - High Intermediate/Advanced Academic Writing Courses

Name: Draft #1 - /12 = %
WRITING ASSIGNMENT: Final Draft - /12 = %
1= minimal 2=adequate 3= strong 4= excellent
Development | The essay does not The main idea is Addresses assignment | The main idea is clearly
respond to the topic | addressed with a with clear thesis. addressed with a strong
or may not be thesis but it may be thesis.
sufficiently focused. | imprecisely worded or
insufficiently focused.
Organization | There is minimal Essay is passably Essay is generally well | The essay is well
organization. There | organized but the organized and uses organized. It uses
is no clear support details are effective details to appropriate and
introduction, thin at times. There support thesis. The effective details and
conclusion or topic are some topic introduction and/or analysis to support the
sentences. sentences and a weak | conclusion are good thesis. Both the
introduction and/or and the topic sentences | conclusion and
conclusion. are appropriate. introduction are
excellent and the topic
sentences are strong.
Mechanics Many spelling, Some spelling, Few spelling, grammar, | Hardly any spelling,
grammar, and grammar, and and punctuation errors. | grammar, and
punctuation errors. | punctuation errors. punctuation errors.
These errors get in These errors These errors rarely get
the way of At times, these errors occasionally get in the in the way of
understanding the get in the way of way of understanding | ypderstanding the
paper. understanding the the paper. paper.
paper.
Comments:

Credit: Beth Wallace, Assistant Professor, Georgia State University Perimeter College
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Sample Rubric #2 - High Intermediate/Advanced Academic Writing
Courses

Advanced ESL Writing Name

Essay Scoring Guidelines

Criteria Essays
Exceeds I'\E"eets _ :\'eeds 1 2 3 4
Expectations Xpectations mprovement
Content and |(10 points) (7 points) (4 points) (Max=T7)
Organization |Well-developed | Adequate Minimum amount of
with excellent development development or off-
thesis Adequate Thesis topic.
Well-organized Inadequate or
Adequately o .
organized Missing Thesis
Problems with
organization
Grammar/ | (25 points) (19 points) (15 points) (Max=18)
Mechanics Very few Average number | Numerous grammar
grammar and of grammar and  |and mechanical
mechanical errors | mechanical errors |errors
Format Double spaced, Written in ink, Appropriate (Max=5)
(5 points) Indentation, Appropriate capitalization

Correct Length

Totals: (Essay #1=30 points, Essays #2,3,4=40 points)

Instructor Comments
Diagnostic Essay

Essay #2

Essay #3

Essay #4

Credit: Lynne Bost, Associate Professor, Georgia State University Perimeter College
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Sample Rubric #3 — Freshman Composition Courses

English 1101 Guidelines for Writing Standards

Note: These guidelines for first-year English composition at Georgia Perimeter College reflect the writing standards
currently followsd by other major institutions in the University System of Georgia. An individual instructor’s criteria for a
particular assignment may be more detailed or extensive.

COMPETENT ESSAY: All papers must meet these basic competency standards. A competent paper earns a C (70-79).
1. Clarity and Organization of Central Purpose
o The essay has a clear and controlling purpose—a well-considered thesis—around which the paper revolves.
o The essay flows smoothly from the introduction through the body paragraphs to the conclusion, transitioning
from one supporting idea to the next without digressing from the central purpose.
2. Developing Details, Analysis, and Explanation
o The essay presents appropriate and relevant details, examples, and evidence.
o Specific details and concrete evidence are used in support of claims rather than general opinions or vague
commentary, The essay avoids factual inaccuracies and major logical fallacies.
o The writer clearly distinguishes his or her ideas from outside source material, and correctly cites all outside
source material in MLA style (or assigned standard bibliographic form). '
3. Presentation and Andience Reception
o The writer is aware of his or her audience and uses appropriate language and diction.
o The essay is relatively free of errors in Standard English grammar, punctuation, usage, and documentation.
o The essay meets the instructor’s stated requirements for length and/or format.

BEYOND COMPETENT: A skillfully crafted paper exceeds all competency requirements by demonstrating insightful
understanding of key concepts, a strong and distinctive voice, and careful consideration of opposing viewpoints. An essay
that goes beyond competency will earn a grade of B (30-89).
4. Fluency & Coherence
o The writer expresses clear understanding of the major premises of the thesis.
o The writer varies sentence structure and length to hold readers’ interest and to create emphasis.
o The essay examines the topic from a fresh perspective, and, when necessary, integrates direct quotes,
summaries, and paraphrases from outside source materials.
S, Forceful and Stimulating Writing
o The writer demonstrates audience awareness by addressing the rhetorical appeals to logos, ethos, and pathos,
o The essay is forceful without being dogmatic, provocative without being inflammatory, and stimulating
without being glib, patronizing, or contrived.

EXCEPTIONAL: An exceptional paper distinguishes itself from a skillfully crafled paper by demonstrating mastery of
several charactetistics of superior writing, An exceptional paper carns the grade of A (90-100).
6. Superior Writing: The essay exhibits more than one of the following characteristics:
o original and insightful analysis
clear and refined discussion of complex ideas
sophisticated rhetorical stance
unique and compelling voice
fresh, innovative, and textured style

0000

UNSUCCESSFUL: An unsuccessful essay has several minor problems with Clarity and Organization of Central
Purpose; Developing Details, Analysis, and Explanation; and Presentation and Audience Reception; or it has major
problems in one of these areas. The unsuccessful essay will earn a grade of D (60-69) or F (<60). The writer should
schedule a conference with his or her instructor immediately.
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