
World Regional Geography - GEOG 1102 
Time and Place: 
BlazeVIEW online (except the 1st week at Nevins 2075)
Instructor:

Dr. Jia Lu
Office: NH 2110


Email: jlu@valdosta.edu (please include your name and class name in the email, and expect reasonable response time due to instructor’s multiple classes and other job responsibilities. Emails will be responded on Mondays to Fridays.)

Office Hours:

By Email 



Prerequisite:

None

Note:


This course only satisfies Area E (Social Sciences) of the Core Curriculum!

Course Overview:
The discipline of geography involves the study of the earth as the home of people. Geographers concentrate on the spatial aspects of people’s relationship with the earth and with each other. In simple terms, we examine the WHY of WHERE. This introductory course will take a regional approach to study the environmental settings, historical formative periods, and cultural adaptations that distinguish the different world regions. The course will emphasize three main aspects of each region: 1) the physical and place-name geography; 2) the historical background; and 3) modern social, economic, ethnic, and political issues.

Learning Outcomes:

In order to achieve the specific outcomes of the course, students in this course will be able to:

1. Identify physical and place-name geography of the world’s major regions.

2. Identify the concepts and characteristics of regional geography.

3. Analyze historical, social, economic, and environmental issues using concepts from regional geography.

4. Evaluate current events from a world-regional perspective.

Required Textbook: (Free to download online, and you will have to use it.)

· Burgee, R. 2012. World Regional Geography: People, Places and Globalization. https://open.lib.umn.edu/worldgeography/
Optional Reference Books: 
· Lu, J., Geography of China. Mason Crest Publishers, 2011 (available for check out at VSU library). 

· Rand Mc. Nally, Atlas of World Geography (Rand Mc. Nally, 2009).
Class Attendance and Participation: 
The class is conducted on line in Blazeview, except the first week, but you can do everything online. Starting Week 2, you are required to login every class day (listed in the course schedule on the last page) to read all contents in the learning modules, and complete discussion questions (DQ) and quizzes by the due dates. On-line attendance is required for the class sessions listed on the syllabus. You are expected to attend classes, just as you would be expected to show up for a job every day you are scheduled to work. This is in line with VSU requirements. However, you do not have to login at a specific time every day, as long as you can finish your textbook and online readings, as well as other online module requirements, you can do it at whatever time convenient for you. I will count your completion of DQs, replies to other students’ DQs, and quizzes as your attendance of that day. Students who completed all online DQs, replies, and quizzes will receive a 30 points bonus at the end of semester. My experience confirms that students who attend regularly almost without exception do better on exams than those with irregular attendance. Online PowerPoint and other activities will not necessarily duplicate material covered in the textbook.
In addition, please note the following VSU policy: 
“A student who misses 20% of the scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade [F] in the course.” (Undergraduate Catalog 2009-2010, p. 90)

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:
The VSU Student Handbook states among other things:

“Plagiarism is prohibited. Themes, essays, term papers, tests, and other similar requirements must be the work of the student submitting them. When direct quotations are used, they must be indicated, and when the ideas of another are incorporated in the paper they must be appropriately acknowledged.” (p. 59) 

Anyone found guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an “F” in this course.  In addition, current VSU policy dictates that all instances be reported to the administration for disciplinary action.

Evaluation Procedures: 

The course has a total of 490 points, divided as follows: 

Exam (Total: 200 points; 1 final exam)





41% of Grade

Map Quizzes (Total: 180 points; 10 quizzes, drop the lowest score)

37% of Grade

Online Discussions (Total: 110 points; 12 questions, drop the lowest score)
22% of Grade

Exam will be based on material covered in PowerPoint slides and in the textbook. Be sure that you examine and understand the concepts, ideas, and terms that are listed on your course packet 2 for each chapter (in BlazeVIEW’s Module 2 handout folder under content); some of these will be discussed in slides, but others will not. Review questions for the final are provided under course content.  Exams will consist of multiple choice and/or true-false questions, with each question weighted at two points. The final exam will include 100 questions totaling 200 points, with each question weighted at two points.  Practice quizzes and optional videos in each unit in BlazeVIEW are optional, great for learning, but not required and not graded.
Map quizzes will be based on location lists for each realm (of countries, cities, water and land features, and other places) provided to you in your course packet (downloadable in BlazeVIEW’s Module 2 handout under content). Blank maps for each realm are also included in the packet. You should be able to find each place on the location lists from maps in your handout, optional atlas, or textbook. There will be 10 map quizzes in total. Each quiz includes 20 questions with each question weighted at one point. You can either drop one quiz with your lowest score or skip a quiz with your own choice. You have 20 minutes for each quiz. Please save each of your answers when taking quizzes or exam to avoid any loss of points due to computer crash or internet problems. 
Discussion questions (DQ) include 12 required questions (self-intro, DQ0-DQ10). Each question counts as 10 points. Besidse your own post, you also need to reply to at least one classmate to get the full 10 points.  Some of the questions are controversy, and there are no right and/or wrong answers.  However, when you state your opinion, please be logical, rational, and respectful to others' opinions, and please give supporting evidence to your arguments as well. Please cite your references if you have any.  Please make sure your answer is substantial, which normally means it includes at least 200 words, and it clearly demonstrates your understanding of the concepts, and how to apply the concepts to a real world case. Please post your answers by 11:59pm/EST weekdays (or 10pm/EST for Fridays) depending on which days of the week the due dates fall. Your post will also count as your attendance for that online session. You can either drop one DQ with your lowest score or skip a DQ with your own choice. Your total DQ score will be entered in the grade book after you finish your DQ 10.
Extra Credits: 30 extra points will be given to students attend all online classes (completed all required online quizzes, discussion questions and replies). NO other extra credits will be given, so please do NOT ask for them.
Letter grades will be given according to the following percentage ranges: 

A =  90 - 100% 

B =  80 - 89%

C =  70 - 79% 

D =  60 - 69% 

F = < 60%     
Letter grades on each of exam and quizzes will approximate the percentage ranges indicated above; however, they may be adjusted or curved to reflect class performance. Average score in this class is normally around 79%-81% (C+ to B-). If you want an A, please be among the top 15% of the class. There is no easy A in this class.  

An Example of Grade Determination

Jane Smart scores 10 points in each of the 11 discussion questions, and she got 5 points for the last DQ (dropped as her lowest score). Her actual points for DQs will be: [(10 x 11) + 5] - 5 = 110
She scores perfects in 9 quizzes and got 19 out of 20 questions correct for Quiz 10. Thus, she drops her lowest score - 19. Her actual points for quizzes will be: [(20 x 9) + 19] - 19 = 180

Jane scores 85% in the exam (Final Exam). Her actual points are 170.

Jane’s total course points will be:

Quizzes:


9x20=180

Exam  (Final Exam):
170
Discussion Questions (DQ):      10x11=110
Attendance Bonus:
 30 (for completed all online classes, quizzes, DQs and final on time)

Total:
490
Determination of Jane’s grade: (490 /490) x 100 = 100%. 
Check the letter grade table of the syllabus, 100% fits in A range, so Jane’s final grade for the class comes to A.

Exam Policy: Exams, map quizzes, and discussion questions should be completed at the scheduled time.  NO early final exam is allowed. Exam must be taken within the time-line. Make-up exams, quizzes, and assignments will not be given unless there is an evidence that the absence was the result of a conflict with a scheduled University sports (in such case the instructor must be notified in advance), or hospitalization that can be verified with a doctor’s excuse note, or funeral announcement with you as one of the survivors. "My computer does not work," "There is a power outrage in my house," and “I have a project due today,” are not legitimate excuses.  If you miss a quiz, or an exam due to an excused absence, contact the instructor within 2 days and the instructor will make arrangement for you to make up what you missed; otherwise, no make-ups in any case. The instructor will also be happy to explain exercises or concepts and theories that might present some difficulties to you if your absence is excused. 

In order to prepare for exam and quizzes, please take the following steps: 

1)
Get the PowerPoint from BlazeVIEW as a guideline and read the relevant reading in the textbook. 

2)
Email the instructor if you still have difficulty understanding the concepts and explanations in the reading, or have questions after you have done 1).

This is an online course, so you have to be diligent and self-disciplined. Please be smart in utilizing your time. The way to improve your grade is to do online readings, and spend at least 6 hours every day reading PDF slides and required textbook content, completing DQs and Quizzes, as well as discussing course content with your classmates. 

There is a great website for how to succeed in class: http://www.studygs.net/. Please read it in detail, especially on topics such as Memorizing, Studying in groups, Ten tips for terrific test taking, Multiple choice tests, True/false tests, and Collaborative/cooperative learning.  “Teachers open the door; you enter by yourself (Chinese proverb).”  Hope you all succeed in this class!
Important Computer Requirement:

This is an online class, so internet connection is required during the course period either at home or on campus. Please see the link for computer requirement and other issues with BlazeVIEW:

http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning/main/current-students/student-resources/BlazeVIEW-d2l.php.
Cable or DSL connection is strongly recommended at home. Please do NOT use Wireless, dial-up services and tablets to take quizzes and exam. If you do not follow this guideline, you take your own risk, and there will be NO makeups. All required quizzes and final exam are timed, so please use your time wisely. Please make sure you have Adobe Reader; if not, you can download from www.adobe.com. Please use VSU emails to contact the instructor.  You are encouraged to use student discussion area to contact your fellow students about course questions, except during the final exam or quizzes. Please refresh your browser often to see new update in BlazeVIEW. If you have any problems with BlazeVIEW, please call helpdesk at 855-772-0423 (24/7 services) and/or IT at 229-245-4357 (weekday 8am-5pm) right away for help. If you do not call them right away, you take your own risk, and there will be NO assistance from the instructor.  Please do NOT contact the instructor, since I do not have expertise in BlazeVIEW issues.
Academic Support and Tutoring:

There is a group tutoring opportunities available on campus for this class. You are encouraged to register and contact Academic Advisor and Coordinator Mr. Terence Sullivan at the Student Success Center (tasullivan@valdosta.edu; Tel: 229-245-4329). Tutor is free for students. For other academic support, please see http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/business/deans-office/course-orientation/persresources.php and http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/business/deans-office/course-orientation/techresources.php. 
Disabilities: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable accommodations. The Access Office is located in Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more information, please visit VSU’s Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu. After students have registered with the Access Office, they are required to discuss their needs with the instructor within 2 days. BlazeVIEW D2L also has information regarding accessibility: http://www.desire2learn.com/products/accessibility/resources/. 

Title IX Statement: VSU is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work and learning environment free from discrimination and harassment.  VSU is dedicated to creating an environment where all campus community members feel valued, respected, and included. VSU prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual harassment and sexual violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in the University's programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning nondiscrimination policies is VSU’s Title IX Coordinator: Maggie Viverette, Director of the Office of Social Equity, titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31608, 229-333-5463. 

Tentative Course Schedule (Subject to changes):

Date:

Reading/Assignment Topic:




Textbook
 BlazeVIEW Unit










Chapter

August
19/20 
Blazeview Introduction 

Modules 1-3*


21/22 

Introduction Part A





Chapter 1 
Module 4, Unit 1

26/27

Introduction Part B (Self-intro DQ)**



Chapter 1 
Unit 1

28/29

Introduction Part B (DQ 0)***




Chapter 1 
Unit 1
September

2/3

Europe
(DQ 1)






Chapter 2 
Unit 2
4/5 

Europe
(Map Quiz 1)





Chapter 2 
Unit 2

9/10

Russia and the Newly Independent States (DQ 2)

Chapter 3 
Unit 3 

11/12

Russia and the Newly Independent States (Map Quiz 2)

Chapter 3 
Unit 3

16/17

North America (DQ 3)





Chapter 4 
Unit 4
18/19

North America (Map Quiz 3)




Chapter 4 
Unit 4

23/24 

Middle America (DQ 4)





Chapter 5 
Unit 5
25/26

Middle America (Map Quiz 4)




Chapter 5 
Unit 5

30

South America (DQ 5)





Chapter 6 
Unit 6
October

1

South America (DQ 5)





Chapter 6 
Unit 6

2/3 

South America (Map Quiz 5)




Chapter 6
Unit 6

7/8

Fall Break






(
14/15

North Africa and Southwest Asia
 (DQ 6)



Chapter 8 
Unit 7

16/17

North Africa and Southwest Asia (Map Quiz 6)


Chapter 8 
Unit 7

21/22

Sub-Saharan Africa (DQ 7)




Chapter 7 
Unit 8
23/24

Sub-Saharan Africa (Map Quiz 7)



Chapter 7 
Unit 8
28/29

South Asia (DQ 8) 





Chapter 9 
Unit 9
30/31

South Asia (Map Quiz 8) 




Chapter 9 
Unit 9
November

4/5 

East Asia (DQ 9)





Chapter 10 
Unit 10 
6/7

East Asia (Map Quiz 9)





Chapter 10 
Unit 10
11/12

Southeast Asia (DQ 10)





Chapter 11 
Unit 11
13/14

Southeast Asia (Map Quiz 10)




Chapter 11 
Unit 11
18-30

Review (Review questions for final exam under Module 4 in BlazeVIEW)
December

2-5

Review
(Review questions for final exam under Module 4 in BlazeVIEW)
9/10

Final Exam (Monday-Tuesday, 1am-11:59pm/EST, online)

*  Modules are the headlines below Table of Content bar under Content in Blazeview: 


1. Syllabus, 2. Student Resources, 3. Start Here, 4. Units (class materials).

** The first date is the date that the assignment is open and the last date is the due date for the assignment.

***11:59pm/EST cutoff time on due dates for each assignment (Quiz and DQ) on Mondays to Thursdays.
1

