ALG Project 177 Course Outlines

Course Outline: SOCI 4440 Social Research Methods

Text Information:

Blackstone, Amy. (2012). Principles of Sociological Inquiry — Qualitative and Quantitative Methods. Saylor
Academy. ISBN 13: 978-1-4533288-9-7. Creative Commons conditions of use: CC BY-NC-SA.
Full Text PDF: https://www.saylor.org/site/textbooks/Principles%200f%20Sociological%20Inquiry.pdf

Week Topic & Assignments Reading Link
1 Introduction to Social https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Research Methods inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s04-introduction.html
2 Linking Methods with Theory | https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s05-linking-methods-
with-theory.html
3 Research Ethics https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s06-research-
ethics.html
4 Beginning a Research Project | https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Introductory Statement due inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s07-beginning-a-
research-project.html
5 Research Design https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s08-research-
design.html
6 Defining and Measuring https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Concepts inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s09-defining-and-
Literature Review due measuring-concept.html
7 Mid-term Exam
8 Sampling https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s10-sampling.html|
9 Survey Research https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Research Design due inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s11-survey-research-
a-quantitative.html
10 Interviews https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s12-interviews-
qualitative-and-qua.html
11 Field Research https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s13-field-research-a-
qualitative-t.html
12 Unobtrusive Research https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s14-unobtrusive-
research-qualitati.html
13 Other Methods of Data https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Collection inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s15-other-methods-
Final Research Paper due of-data-collecti.html
14 | Sharing Your Work https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s16-sharing-your-
work.html
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Week Topic & Assignments Reading Link
15 Reading and Understanding https://saylordotorg.github.io/text principles-of-sociological-
Social Research inquiry-qualitative-and-quantitative-methods/s17-reading-and-
Paper Presentations understanding-soci.html
16 Final Exam
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Affordable Learning Georgia Textbook Transformation Grants
Final Report

Date: 12/22/2016
Grant Number: Proposal 177
Institution Name(s): Georgia Southwestern State University

Team Members (Name, Title, Department, Institutions if different, and email address for
each):
e Dr. Joseph Comeau, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Dept. of Psychology and Sociology,
joseph.comeau@gsw.edu
e Dr. Judy Orton Grissett, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Dept. of Psychology and
Sociology, judy.grissett@gsw.edu
e Dr. Jamie MaclLennan, Associate Professor of Sociology, Dept. of Psychology and
Sociology, jamie.maclennan@gsw.edu

Project Lead: Dr. Joseph Comeau

Course Name(s) and Course Numbers:
e SOCI 1160 Contemporary Social Problems
e SOCI 4440 Methods of Social Research
e PSYC 4431 Experimental Psychology

Semester Project Began: Fall 2015
Semester(s) of Implementation: Fall 2016
Average Number of Students Per Course Section: 24.2
Number of Course Sections Affected by Implementation: 5
Total Number of Students Affected by Implementation: 121
1. Narrative
A. Describe the key outcomes, whether positive, negative, or interesting, of your project.
Include:
e Summary of your transformation experience, including challenges and
accomplishments

e Transformative impacts on your instruction
e Transformative impacts on your students and their performance
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SOCI 1160 Contemporary Social Problems

Prior to adopting the Barkan OER as part of this grant, | had used a number of other
social problems texts. | had not been particularly pleased with most of them, however | do like
the Lauer and Lauer text that | had used immediately prior to the adoption of the Barkan OER.
Unfortunately, the Lauer and Lauer text, like most other texts, was quite expensive. | began
work on adopting the Barkan text and found the text to have both advantages and challenges,
compared to my previous text.

One of the challenges associated with the text is that it does not come with a full slate
of standard instructor resources — in particular, there was no text bank. | typically teach SOCI
1160 online with weekly quizzes over the reading, so | find test banks to be quite helpful in
developing these quizzes. At the recommendation of one of my co-investigators | looked to
Flatworldknowledge (http://catalog.flatworldknowledge.com/) for supplemental resources, and
| was able to find a test bank for the Barkan OER. A second challenge is the comparative quality
of the text. The Barkan text was generally adequate, though it lacks some of the elements that
drew me to my previous text. Most notably, | feel that the first chapter of the Lauer and Lauer
text does an exceptional job of framing how we look at social problems (this was one of the
reasons | adopted the text). The Barkan text, like any social problems text, does devote time to
framing how we look at social problems, but it is not as effective as the Lauer and Lauer text. In
addition to these issues, there was some feedback from students regarding what they
perceived to be a biased nature of the text content. This feedback can be seen reflected in one
of the three quotes we have included in this final report. This is a tricky topic, since all humans
are biased to some degree or other, and bias itself is a rather subjective concept. This feedback
must be noted and considered, nonetheless.

One of the advantages of the Barkan OER is that its web-based version is particularly
convenient for embedding chapters into course modules. | was able to use a direct web link to
embed each individual chapter of text into the appropriate weekly course module. Thus in
addition to accessing a single PDF containing the entire text, students could also click on a link
to the chapter and it would open a web-based version of the chapter directly in D2L.

As noted in our data analysis, the grade outcomes were improved after adopting the OER. It is
hard to know if this is directly attributable to the adoption of the OER or other intervening
variables. One key difference | can note, however, is that in the past it was common to have
some students who would wait until after the course began to order their textbook. Often
these students would perform poorly in the first few weeks of the course, as they attempted to
get by without a copy of the text. Having the OER embedded into the course eliminates this
issue.

SOCI 4440 Methods of Social Research

For this transformation, | went from using Earl Babbie’s widely used textbook, The
Basics of Social Research, to Amy Blackstone’s OER The Principles of Sociological Inquiry.
Because of the technical nature of this course, the text is often used during classroom
instruction. With this in mind, the main challenge was the fact that not all students had a
smartphone, tablet, or laptop with which they could access the text during class. Reading the
book on a smartphone was particularly difficult because of the tiny text size. Also, ensuring that
students were reading along during class was more difficult because | could not tell at a glance
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SOCI 4440 Methods of Social Research

A total of eleven students used the OER text for SOCI 4440 during the Spring 2016
semester. There was a small, but positive, difference between student outcomes in the course
using the OER compared to the Spring 2015 semester when a traditional textbook was used.
Specifically, the DWF rate declined from 20% of students to O (zero) students. The course
completion rate went from 90% to 100%. Also, the average course grade went from 2.2 (on a
four-point scale) to 2.64.

PSYC 4431 Experimental Psychology

Fifty-two students used commercial texts in PSYC 4431 during the Spring 2015 and Fall
2015 semesters, and 48 students used an open text (Paul Price’s Research Methods in
Psychology) in Spring 2016 and Fall 2016. There was a significant increase in student
performance across these semesters, with students using the open text earning a higher course
GPA (2.48 vs. 2.71, respectively). The semester that an open text was used also had a lower
DFW rate (15.4% vs. 8.3%) and a higher course completion rate (92.3% vs. 97.9%). Together,
these numbers suggest that using an open text was associated with higher course performance
in all areas. One other possible factor that could have led to this increase is that the instructor
may have had additional experience that led her lectures to be more effective; however, this is
unlikely to have resulted in such a significant improvement in course performance in such a
short timespan. Another possibility is that the exams were not equal across the two years, and
students may have performed differently simply because the exams were easier. It is
impossible to tell if that is the case with such a limited data set, but examining grades from
future semesters when exam questions have been changed may reveal a trend (or not).

Overall (all courses combined)

Across the board, student outcomes appear to be improved during the semesters in
which OERs were adopted, compared to previous semesters in which commercial texts were
adopted. A total of 121 students were enrolled in the five course sections that adopted OERs as
a part of this project. The combined DFW rate for these sections was 7.4%, compared to 16.3%
for the previous sections used for comparison, while course completion rates increased from
92.9% to 98.3%. Mean course GPA improved from 2.54 to 3.02 on a four-point scale. Even when
omitting the possible outlier, student outcomes were positive across the board (DFW from
16.3% to 8.7%; completion rates from 92.9% to 98.9%; GPA from 2.54 to 2.77). Finally, survey
responses indicate that students were overall satisfied with the OER textbooks. Specifically, the
60 students surveyed rated their overall quality of the OER textbooks as 6.38 out of 7 (with 7
being most positive). 95% of students surveyed had a positive overall assessment of the text.
91.7% of students indicated that they preferred the OER to a commercial textbook.

4. Sustainability Plan
SOCI 1160 Contemporary Social Problems

At present, | have adopted the Barkan OER text for the section of SOCI 1160 that | will
be teaching in the upcoming Spring 2017 semester. | intend to use this text for the foreseeable



future when teaching SOCI 1160 online, though | am not as certain that | will retain the text
when teaching face-to-face (more on this in the “Future Plans” section of this report).

SOCI 4440 Methods of Social Research

| do not plan to use this particular OER the next time | teach this course. | plan to go
back to using a traditional textbook, specifically Babbie’s The Basics of Social Research.
However, | will monitor the Blackstone OER to see if a 2nd edition is released. It is possible | will
use it again if it is sufficiently improved.

PSYC 4431 Experimental Psychology

| will continue to use this text throughout the foreseeable future. As already noted, | will
need to use additional materials and activities in future semesters in order to bolster the text. |
liked the text and want to build upon it, particularly in those areas that do not offer a lot of
detail. Students appear to like the text, as well. Materials will eventually be placed in a libguide
through our institution, so that students and people at other institutions can access all course
material beyond the course platform (GeorgiaVIEW). In the event that a new edition of the text
is adopted, | will adopt the newer version.

5. Future Plans

SOCI 1160 Contemporary Social Problems

In weighing the advantages and disadvantages of the Barkan OER, | find that is has more
advantages for online instruction than it does for face-to-face delivery (e.g., the chapters are
easily embedded into the online course modules, and assuring students have the text on the
first day of class is more important in online deliver, because online coursework begins the first
few days of class). When teaching face-to-face, these advantages become less pronounced, and
the content advantages of the Lauer and Lauer text become more appealing as an instructor. At
this point, | intend to continue using the Barkan OER for online sections of SOCI 1160, and
continue to monitor for any new OER texts that might become available for this course.
However, | may go back to the Lauer and Lauer text when teaching the course face-to-face
(though this is not yet a certainty). With the overall movement toward OERs in higher
education, | am hopeful that the range and quality of options will improve. Should that happen,
| will be inclined to favor OERs whenever one of comparable quality is available.

SOCI 4440 Methods of Social Research

Based on my experience with this particular OER, | am open to using them in the future
as long as they are of high quality. Even if | plan to use a traditional textbook, | may supplement
it with some readings from OERs. | do not plan to do any formal research or professional
activities based on my work on this project.

PSYC 4431 Experimental Psychology

At this point, | have officially adopted open materials for all of my courses. This is in
large part due to the success I've had using open materials in my introductory psychology
course. Students enjoy not having to purchase a text, and | want to continue to ensure that



students are not burdened by purchasing a text. | am also more conscious of my teaching style
and materials, since | am not relying on a commercial text and ancillary materials. | have to
develop more of my own test questions, as well as supplemental materials and activities, like
worksheets, handouts, and homework problems. Although time-consuming, doing this helps
me better understand the material myself, which has improved my teaching.

| presented data at the 2016 Teaching and Learning Conference and plan to write up the data in
a report to be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal.

6. Description of Photograph

(Left to right) Dr. Jamie MacLennan, instructor of record for SOCI 4440; Dr. Joseph Comeau,
team lead and instructor of record for SOCI 1160; Hayden Childress, student; Dr. Judy Orton
Grissett instructor of record for PSYC 4431.




Tables

Table 1 Measures of student performance with possible outlier course included

Measures Pre-transformation Post- Change
transformation

S0Cl 1160

Semester FA15 SP16 & FAl6

N 36 62

DFW rate 16.7% 8.1% -8.6

Course completion rate 94.4% 98.4% +4.0

Average course GPA 2.72 3.32 +0.60
PSYC 4431

Semester SP15 & FA15 SP16 & FAl6

N 52 48

DFW rate 15.4% 8.3% -7.1

Course completion rate 92.3% 97.9% +5.6

Average course GPA 2.48 2.71 +0.23
S0CI 4440

Semester SP15 SP16

N 10 11

DFW rate 20.0% 0.0% -20.0

Course completion rate 90.0% 100.0% +10.0

Average course GPA 2.20 2.64 +0.44
All Courses

N 98 121

DFW rate 16.3% 7.4% -8.9

Course completion rate 92.9% 98.3% +5.4

Average course GPA 2.54 3.02 +0.48

Notes:

Course completion rate is defined as the percent of students who did not withdraw from the
course, regardless of final course grade.
SOCI 1160 was taught using OERs in SP16 and FA16, however during SP16 the instructor
employed significantly different instructional methods. The resultant learning outcomes led
the instructor to believe that the course might be considered an outlier. The data from the
possible outlier course are included in this table, however a second table has been prepared
with the possible outlier omitted. See the narrative for SOCI 1160 for more details.




Table 2 Measures of student performance with possible outlier course omitted

Measures Pre-transformation Post- Change
transformation

S0Cl 1160

Semester FA15 FA16

N 36 33

DFW rate 16.7% 12.1% -4.6

Course completion rate 94.4% 100.0% +5.6

Average course GPA 2.72 2.91 +0.19
PSYC 4431

Semester SP15 & FA15 SP16 & FAl6

N 52 48

DFW rate 15.4% 8.3% -7.1

Course completion rate 92.3% 97.9% +5.6

Average course GPA 2.48 2.71 +0.23
S0CI 4440

Semester SP15 SP16

N 10 11

DFW rate 20.0% 0.0% -20.0

Course completion rate 90.0% 100.0% +10.0

Average course GPA 2.20 2.64 +0.44
All Courses

N 98 92

DFW rate 16.3% 8.7% -7.6

Course completion rate 92.9% 98.9% +6.0

Average course GPA 2.54 2.77 +0.23

Notes:

Course completion rate is defined as the percent of students who did not withdraw from the
course, regardless of final course grade.

SOCI 1160 was taught using OERs in SP16 and FA16, however during SP16 the instructor
employed significantly different instructional methods. The resultant learning outcomes led
the instructor to believe that the course might be considered an outlier. Data from this
possible outlier are omitted in this table. See the narrative for SOCI 1160 for more details.



Student Survey
The following questions are about the textbook we used for this course. Please answer the
questions to the best of your ability.

1. How would you rate the ease of using the textbook in this course?
___Very easy
___Somewhat easy
__Slightly easy
__Neither difficult nor easy
__Slightly difficult
___Somewhat difficult
__Very difficult

2. How engaging/interesting is the writing of the textbook?
__Very interesting
___ Somewhat interesting
__Slightly interesting
___Neither interesting nor uninteresting
__Slightly uninteresting
___Somewhat uninteresting
__Very uninteresting

3. How understandable is the writing of the textbook?
__Veryclear
___Somewhat clear
___Slightly clear
__Neither clear nor unclear
___Slightly unclear
___Somewhat unclear
__Veryunclear

4. Overall, how would you rate the visual appeal of the textbook (e.qg., layout, colors,
cover)?
__Very appealing
___Somewhat appealing
__Slightly appealing
___Neither appealing nor unappealing
__Slightly unappealing
___ Somewhat unappealing
___Very unappealing



How frequently do you use the textbook in this course?
___More than three times a week

___Two to three times a week

___Once a week

__Once every two weeks

___Once amonth

___Once a semester

__Never

Rate the overall level of quality of the textbook you used in this course.
__Very good quality

___Somewhat good quality

__Slightly good quality

___Neither good nor poor quality

__Slightly poor quality

___ Somewhat poor quality

___Very poor quality

If given a choice between traditional paper textbook and a no-cost online textbook, which
type of text do you prefer? (circle one)

Traditional paper textbook No-cost online textbook



